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    Last year Hotel 

Hope serv
ed more th

an 

80 families with 200 

children combined even 

though the hotel w
asn't 

open.

    A mom we had helped 

recently with housing said 

it was the first ti
me she 

had gotten up and didn't 

have to wonder where h
er 

kids were g
oing to eat.
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An outreach ministry
 that w

ill offer 

short-te
rm, hotel-sty

le lodging to homeless 

mothers and their children will commence 

next year in the former St. Matthias 

Convent on the grounds of Blessed Trinity 

Parish in Broadmoor.

Located at 4
222 South Broad St., next to 

St. Matthias Church, the two-story, b
eige-

brick hub will be called Hotel Hope. It w
ill 

provide free accommodations, daily meals, 

counseling and referral services to as many 

as 12 homeless fa
milies at a

 time, or a 

maximum of 40 guests.

All support will be geared toward helping 

families achieve residential stability and 

economic self-su
fficiency after a job loss, 

family conflict or some other crisis.

“We want this to
 be a place where mothers 

can get restorativ
e healing; a place where 

they’re able to figure out what propelled 

them into the housing crisis 
and how 

to get out of it,”
 said Presentatio

n Sister 

Mary Lou Specha, Hotel Hope’s executive 

director, noting that $200,000 has been 

donated to date in an ongoing capital 

campaign that hopes to raise $1 million.

About $560,000 will be used to renovate 

and furnish the former convent, built in
 

1960 to house the Dominican siste
rs who 

staffed St. Matthias School. The remainder 

will cover Hotel Hope’s first-y
ear operatin

g 

costs, w
hich include staff sa

laries, fo
od, 

utiliti
es and insurance. Hotel Hope will 

occupy the space at n
o cost th

rough a 

lease agreement with the property’s owner, 

Blessed Trinity Parish.

“It will be a place where people can feel 

their dignity and have a space that’s p
rivate 

and secure and safe, with their families 

intact,” said Sister Mary Lou, noting that 

many shelters se
parate older boys fro

m 

their mothers or do not accept children at 

all.

“Every week – at le
ast tw

o, three, 

sometimes four tim
es a week – I meet a 

mother who is homeless,” she said, citing 

a recent case of a mother of two toddlers 

who had just had a newborn and had no 

place to go. With New Orleans’ dwindling 

availability of affordable housing, it ta
kes 

an average of 22 days for a homeless 

woman to find housing, she said.

“In those 22 days, where does she go?” 

Sister Mary Lou asked.

Modest, dignified housing

Nestled near the curve that lin
ks South 

Broad to Napoleon Avenue, the former 

convent, with its s
turdy framework of 

concrete and brick, survived Hurricane 

Katrin
a but suffered significant interior 

damage after taking on eight feet of water.

Renovation plans, executed pro bono by 

New Orleans architect Marcel Wiznia of 

Wiznia Associates, call for a nine-month 

overhaul that w
ill re

furbish 12 pre-existin
g, 

modest bedrooms on the second floor and 

equip each with a sink, closet, beds, chairs, 

a small table and desk. Guests w
ill access 

bathroom facilitie
s down the hall, w

ith 

room pods assigned to one of four units 

containing a toilet and a shower or bathtub.

Because the building has no elevator, an 

additional bedroom and bathroom will be 

incorporated on the first fl
oor for homeless 

families with physical challenges.

Guests, w
ho will enter on South Broad, 

will be greeted by a comfortable lobby 

and indoor play space for their children. 

The convent’s fo
rmer chapel, sti

ll lit 
by 

its o
riginal stained-glass w

indows, will be 

sectioned into serene spaces for inter-faith 

prayer, sto
ry circles and reading. Other 

amenities, including a common kitchen and 

dining area, laundry and rooftop terrace, 

will fo
ster fellowship among guests a

nd 

a homelike, supportive atm
osphere that 

traditional shelters cannot provide.

Fostering connections

Within 72 hours of a guest’s a
rrival, Sister 

Mary Lou and Hotel Hope’s director of 

outreach, Presentatio
n Sister Julie Marsh, 

will ta
ilor a plan of action for the family 

to help it m
ove forward and acquire 

sustainable housing.

“We get to the source of why they’re 

homeless,” Sister Mary Lou said. “If 

someone needs further education, job 

training, life
 skills t

raining or other 
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Hotel Hope, a non-profit, interfaith 

housing facility that w
ill provide lodging 

to homeless m
others and their children 

beginning in 2017, was named in honor 

of New Orleans philanthropist P
hyllis M

. 

Taylor at a
 recent ceremony.

Located at 4
222 South Broad St., next to 

Blessed Trinity Church, the two-story, 

6,500-square-foot former convent will 

offer accommodations, meals, counseling 

and other supportive services to as many 

as 13 homeless women and their children 

for an average of 30 days. Assist
ance will 

be geared toward helping families achieve 

residential stability and economic self-

sufficiency following a job loss, fa
mily 

conflict or some other crisis.

“Today is certainly a great day for me, and 

not because the facility’s going to bear my 

name but because of what is 
going to occur 

inside,” said Taylor, addressing dozens 

of advocates for the homeless gathered 

outside Hotel Hope’s main entrance at th
e 

May 10 naming ceremony. “This will be 

a haven for mothers and children, a place 

where they can live safely, day to day, a
nd 

organize their liv
es and develop the means 

to live independently,” she said.

“What w
ill occur within these walls h

as the 

potential to change lives,” Taylor added. 

“It is 
my fervent hope that th

ose who go 

through these doors experience the love 

and the friendship that I’v
e had all my life. 

When they leave, it is
 my hope that th

ey 

remember what th
ey have been given and 

(then) share it w
ith others.”

Renovation forthcoming

The still
-to-be renovated building that w

ill 

become Hotel Hope was constructed in 

1960 for the Dominican Sisters who served 

St. Matthias Elementary School. Before 

Hurricane Katrin
a, the former convent 

operated as a battered women’s sh
elter 

under Catholic Charities.

Presentatio
n Sister Mary Lou Specha, 

Hotel Hope’s executive director, said the 

building’s projected six- to nine-month 

renovation will begin sometime this year.

Chalet’ will p
recede hotel

Meanwhile, Sister Mary Lou reported to 

guests a
t the naming ceremony that sh

e 

and Presentatio
n Sister Julie Marsh – Hotel 

Hope’s director of operatio
ns – already 

had helped more than 70 women and 

140 children find temporary lodging in 

inexpensive hotels and at th
e New Orleans 

Women and Children Shelter.

To facilitat
e this m

inistry
 as the main 

convent site
 receives its 

overhaul, Hotel 

Hope will open a smaller emergency 

housing site at n
earby 3939 General Taylor 

St. in September: th
e two-bedroom “Hotel 

Hope Chalet,” which will accommodate 

two homeless fa
milies for up to 30 days 

and assign them a case worker who will 

guide them on the road to self-su
fficiency.

“We believe the core value of what (H
otel 

Hope) can share – it m
ight be a bed, it 

might be a meal – but if w
e do it w

ith love, 

everybody will change,” Sister Mary Lou 

said.

“I can’t conceive of anything worse in 

our society than having homeless women 

and children living on the stre
ets, k

ids 

sleeping in cardboard boxes, kids sleeping 

in abandoned cars and abandoned houses,” 

said Dr. Jack Andonie, president of Hotel 

Hope’s board of directors. “(Hotel Hope) is 

a dream come true because it w
ill ta

ke kids 

off th
e stre

ets of the city of New Orleans.”

Hotel Hope Chalet is s
eeking volunteers 

21 years and older to be present at v
arious 

times of the day to show hospitality 

to guests a
nd record their volunteer 

experiences in a journal. Volunteers can 

choose one or more shifts r
anging in 

duratio
n from four hours to

 an overnight 

shift of 12 hours. T
he chalet’s office will 

be equipped with a computer, a security 

camera monitor and a futon for overnight 

volunteers. A
n information session for 

prospective volunteers w
ill be held July 27 

at 7 p.m. at B
lessed Trinity’s parish office, 

4230 S. Broad St. For more information, 

call 233-4760.

Beth Donze can be reached at b
donze@

clarionherald.org.
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    All support will be 

geared toward helping 

families achieve residential 

stability and economic sel
f-

sufficiency after a
 job loss, 

family conflict or some 

other cri
sis.

    “H
otel H

ope Chalet,” 

which will ac
commodate 

two homeless families for 

up to 30 days and assign 

them a case worker who will 

guide them on the road to 

self-s
ufficiency.
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    W
e want this to be a place where m

others can 

get restorative healing; a place where th
ey're able 

to figure out 

what propelled
 

them into the 

housing crisi
s 

and how to get 

out of it.
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    Guests, w
ho will en

ter on South Broad, will 

be greete
d by a comfortable lobby and indoor 

place space for 

their children. 

The convent's 

former chapel 

will be 

sectioned into 

a seren
e spaces 

for inter-fa
ith 

prayer.
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    Poverty and homelessness 

are inextricably linked. 

Life cr
ises, such as job 

loss, health problem or 

family conflict can cause 

homelessness.

    Because th
e building was 

used by Catholic C
harities 

for a women's shelter 

before Hurricane Katrin
a, 

the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency is 

supplying funds to renovate 

it.


